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Nama om vishnu-padaya Krishna-preshthaya bhu-tale 

Srimate Jayapataka Svamin iti namine 

Nama acharya Padaya, Nitai Kripa Pradayine 

Gaur Katha Dhama-udaya, Nagara Grama Tarine 

 

We dedicate this book and its contents unto our beloved spiritual master, HH 

Jayapataka Swami Guru Maharaja, whose blessings and empowerment has enabled 

us ineligible fools to take up this project and serve our acharyas to our heart’s 

content. His Holiness has taught us how to love and engage oneself completely in 

the service of Sri Gaurasundara. An intimate associate of the Lord, he relentlessly 

executes his great services, not caring a bit for his advanced age or his difficult 

physical condition. His exemplary mood and instructions have been instrumental in 

us sustaining our spiritual lives.Just as the addition of a sugar crystal helps 

transform sugarcane juice into solid molasses, the causeless mercy of our Guru 

Maharaja has flooded our desert-like hearts with the ecstatic love of Sri Gaurahari. 

We hanker for his blessings and hope he accepts the offerings of us insignificant 

servants. 
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nama om vishnu-padaya Krishna-preshthaya bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

namas te saraswate deve gaura-vani-pracharine 

Nirvishesha-shunyavadi-pashchatya-desha-tarine 

 

We also dedicate this book to our dear spiritual grandfather and our beloved siksha 

Guru, His Divine Grace Abhaya Caranaravinda Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, 

the greatest proponent of Krishna consciousness in this world. 

Srila Prabhupada had established the ‘Bhaktivedanta Swami Charity Trust’ to 

unearth the holy pastime places of Gauda Mandala bhumi.  In 1977, Srila 

Prabhupada appointed HH Jayapataka Swami Guru Maharaja as this Trust’s 
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chairman for life. From Jharu Thakura’s Sripat in Hooghly to Krishnadasa Kaviraja’s 

Sripat at Jhamatpura (Burdwan) to Haridas Thakura’s residence in Phulia, we have 

noted how the ‘Bhaktivedanta Swami Charity Trust’ has played a key role in 

reviving these ancient spiritual sites.‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ aspires to 

assist our Guru Maharaja and Srila Prabhupada in furthering their mission. During 

one of the conversations with his disciples in Mayapur ,Prabhupada expressed how 

millions of Bengalis were by birth the followers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He even 

predicted (Let there be a Temple - chapter 6 ; Srila Prabhupada Lilamrta) that a 

day would arrive when these bengalis would recognize and take up Krishna 

consciousness as the pure form of their own culture. He added that once Bengal 

accepts Krishna consciousness, the whole of India would follow. And when India 

gets reformed, the whole world would follow in her footsteps. If this project 

manages to fulfill even a tiny portion of Srila Prabhupada’s desires, we would 

consider ourselves successful and blessed. 

 

Srila Krishnadasa Kaviraja mentions in his Caitanya Caritamrta, how simply by 

remembering the numerous associates of the Lord, one gets freedom from the 

entanglement of this material world. Such a person easily achieves the lotus feet of 

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, which is rare even for the greatest of the 

transcendentalists. He further explains that simply by remembering the holy names 

of these great personalities, one can achieve the fulfillment of all his desires. 

 

ei tina skandhhera kailun sakhara ganana 

yan saba smarane bhava-bandha-vimochana 

yan saba smarane pai Caitanya charana 

yan saba smarane haya vanchita purana 

(Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi, 12.91-92) 

 

'The  Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal' has been striving to seek shelter of such great 

personalities throughout its spiritual journey. It is only with this objective of 

receiving their mercy and sharing it with others, that we have set out from our 

homes, trying to reveal to the world the mood and esoteric pastimes of these great 

men.The life and teachings, of these stalwarts inspire us to imbibe the same values 

and principles in our own lives and we pray that they mercifully bless us, so that we 

may forever contemplate upon their blissful pastimes. 

Without the vast Treasure house of books left behind by Srila Prabhupada, this 

project would never have seen the light of day.  Guru Maharaja and Prabhupada’s 

books and lectures have provided us with the much needed impetus, guidance and 

details to carry on. We did also go through a few books written by other authors in 

order to fetch some additional details. In this regard, we would like to especially 
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thank Sri Rupa Vilasa das and Mr Baidyanath Bhowmick, whose books helped us 

enrich some of our chapters. 

 

We are very happy to inform you, that the team from ‘The Gaudiya treasures of 

Bengal’ have actually travelled to and visited all the various pastime places 

mentioned in this book . All the pictures that have been published here, are 

photographed by us. The content of each and every post has been carefully written 

and edited by our team members, who have worked tirelessly to make this project 

successful. In the course of our pilgrimage, we have been really fortunate to receive 

the association of numerous elevated souls who have dedicated their lives serving 

the holy Dhams. We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to these devotees, 

without whose support and blessings, ‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ would not 

have been a reality. 

 

We would like to also thank our parents (Mr Milon De & Mrs Priti De, Mr Tilak Biswas 

& Mrs Gopa Biswas) who have provided us with a good education and a nice 

upbringing. Their love and support has been pivotal in us trying to engage in the 

service of Sri Guru and Gauranga. We also thank all our friends and well wishers 

who have helped us in our endeavour. Last but not the least, we are exceedingly 

grateful to Google Maps for helping us navigate to remote corners of Bengal, 

without experiencing much difficulty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Us : 

www.thegaudiyatreasuresofbengal.com 
 
 

6 
 



 

 
 

‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ is owned, managed and operated entirely by us, 

husband and wife - Diptiman Gaurahari Das (Dwaipayan De) & Diptimayi 

Vishnupriya Devi Dasi (Debdatta De). We are insignificant servants of our Guru 

Maharaja hankering for his causeless mercy. Diptiman Gaurahari is employed as a 

Senior software Engineer in a reputed MNC. Diptimayi Vishnupriya serves as a 

dutiful homemaker. We leave you with the below excerpt (from 'Kabe habe bolo 

Sedina Amara') that expresses the burning desires in our heart. 

… 

kabe navadvipe, suradhuni tate, 

gaura-nityananda boli' niskapate 

naciya gaiya, beraibo chhute, 

batulera praya chariya bichara 

kabe nityananda, more kori doya, 

chharaibe mora visayera maya 

diya more nija-caranera chhaya, 
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namera haat-ete dibe adhikara 

kinibo, lutibo, hari-nama-rasa, 

nama-rase mati hoibo bibasa 

rasera rasika-carana parasa, 

koriya mojibo rase anibar 

kabe jibe doya, hoibe udaya, 

nija-sukha bhuli' sudina-hridoya 

bhakativinoda, koriya binoya, 

sri-ajna-tahala koribe prachara 

 

Nitai Gaura Premanande , Hari Haribol ! 
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Raghava Bhavan ,Panihati 
 

 

Raghava Pandita and Damayanti Devi: 

Sri Kavi Karnapura notes in his Gaura Ganoddesha Dipika that:  

The vraja-gopi Dhanishta devi, who had previously fed Lord Krishna with 

limitless opulent foodstuffs, appeared as Sri Raghava Pandita, in 

Mahaprabhu’s pastimes. 

And the gopi named Gunamala had appeared as Raghava Pandita's sister 

Srimati Damayanti devi. 

 

Raghava Bhavan ,the residence of Sri Raghava Pandita and Damayanti, is renowned 

all over the three worlds as the eternal residence of Sri Gaurahari (As described 
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below). Lord Gaura Nitai have manifested their innumerable heart rending pastimes 

over here at Raghava Bhavan (500 Years ago). Located on the bank of the Ganges 

at panihati, Raghava Bhavan is very well connected to Kolkata, via road, railways 

and waterways. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura sings in his bhoga arati: 

 

Yashomati ajna peye dhanishta anita 

Sri Krishna-prasada radha bhunje haiye prita 

In Krishna’s Vrindavana Pastimes,mother Yashoda would order Dhanishta 

Gopi to carry Krishna’s food remnants to Srimati Radharani .Radharani 

would then relish the remnants (prasada) of Her beloved Lord. 

 

Similarly, in Mahaprabhu’s pastimes, Lord Caitanya who would always remain 

immersed in the mood of Srimati Radharani, would lovingly accept the prasadam 

brought to Him by Sri Raghava pandita, the incarnation of Dhanishta Gopi. In 

Caitanya Caritamrta, it has been revealed that Sri Raghava Pandita was an intimate 

associate of Lord Caitanya and is said to have been the seventh branch of 

Mahaprabhu’s desire tree of devotional service. 

Raghavera Jhali : 

After accepting His sannyasa, Lord Caitanya had moved over to reside at 

Jagannatha puri. Every year, during the Ratha yatra festival, almost all the 

devotees from Bengal ,led by Sivananda sen, would travel to Puri to reunite with 

Lord Gaurasundara once again.Srimati Damayanti Devi would cook innumerable 

items for Mahaprabhu with her love and devotion, and thereafter pack these in 

separate bags. Raghava Pandita, would then carry these bags to Puri during his 

annual visit and offer them to Lord Caitanya. These bags of delicious food items 

came to be subsequently known as Raghavera Jhali (the bags of Raghava Pandita) 

and they find a very special mention in Sri Caitanya Bhagavat and Sri Caitanya 

Caritamrta. 

Sri Krishnadas Kaviraja conceded in Caitanya Caritamrta that it was impossible in 

one’s lifetime to list down all of the wonderful eatables ,contained in ‘Raghavera 

Jhali’ (kahite na jaani nama e-janme yahara, aiche nana bhakshya-dravya sahasra 

prakara...). It was the love and devotion of both brother and sister, that made 

these foodstuffs even more tasty.Some of these nectarian food items were - 

amra-kasandi, ada-kasandi, jhala-kasandi, nembu-ada, amra-koli, amsi, ama 

khanda, tail amra ,ama-satta,etc. Sri Caitanya honored and relished them for a 

continuous year until Raghava Pandita brought fresh food items the next 

Rathayatra. A lot of emphasis has been given over here ,to the Bengali food 
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delicacy named ‘sukta’, which Mahaprabhu is said to have preferred even over 

pancamrita (a preparation of ghee,honey,milk,etc). 
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The pastimes at Raghava Bhavan : 

Lord Caitanya has proclaimed that He eternally resides and manifests His ecstatic 

pastimes at the following four places - the house of mother Saci (sacira mandire) , 

wherever Nityananda prabhu dances (Nityananda Nartane), during sankirtana at 

the house of Srivasa pandita (srivasa kirtane) and the residence of Raghava Pandita 

(Raghava bhavane). 

 

saci-ra mandire, ara nityananda nartane 

Srivasa kirtane, ara raghava bhavane 

ei chaari thani prabhura sada abirbhava 

premakrishta haya - prabhura sahaja swabhava 

(Caitanya Caritamrta, Antya - 2.34-35) 

 

‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ considers itself exceedingly fortunate to have 

been able to visit and seek blessings at this exalted dham. In Caitanya Bhagavata , 

Srila Vrindavana das Thakura mentions how Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu compared His 

visit to Raghava Bhavana as taking a refreshing bath in the holy Ganges. Simply by 

seeing the blissful face of Raghava Pandita, Mahaprabhu used to forget all His 

distresses. 

When Nityananda Prabhu and His associates returned to bengal (from Puri), they 

became guests at the house of Raghava (sometimes also spelt as Raghav or 

Raghab) pandita. Staying here at Raghava Bhavana, they manifested their awe 

inspiring pastimes continuously for three months. A grand sankirtana took place 

here, in which Lord Nitai, His associates as well as the local villagers participated. 

Being overwhelmed with ecstatic love for the Lord, the devotees laughed, cried and 

rolled over the ground, being completely oblivious of their external consciousness. 

As the sankirtana gathered mood, the devotees began displaying their supernatural 

powers like lifting up trees with their hands and jumping from one place to the 

other defying gravity. By dint of their spiritual prowess, they could go on with 

almost no food and water for entire three months. Whichever direction Lord Nitai 

would glance, he would shower ecstatic Krishna prema without any consideration, 

receiving which the devotees would at once fall down unconscious. 

Thereafter, Nityananda prabhu’s abhiseka was performed here at Panihati. Caitanya 

Bhagavat describes a beautiful pastime in which Lord Nitai ordered Raghava Pandita 

to offer Him a garland of Kadamba flowers.When Raghava pandita humbly replied 

that the Kadamba flowers were not yet in season, Lord Nitai requested him to look 

around his house and search for kadamba flowers. Upon searching, to everyone’s 

surprise, Raghava Pandita could indeed find Kadamba flowers growing upon his lime 

trees. He then quickly strung a garland out of these flowers and offered it to 
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Nityananda prabhu. Such are the exalted pastimes to have taken place at Raghava 

Bhavana. 

It was here at Panihati, on the bank of the Ganges, that Raghunatha Das Goswami, 

the son of the erstwhile wealthy landlord of Saptagram, Sri Govardhan Majumdar, 

had received the causeless mercy of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. It was Nityananda 

prabhu’s mercy that enabled Sri Raghunatha to later obtain shelter and service at 

the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya.Raghunatha went on to become one of the six 

Goswamis of Vrindavana and is renowned all over the three worlds for his 

renunciation and love for the Supreme.’The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ has 

covered the life and pastimes of Sri Raghunatha das Goswami in detail in a 

separate article entitled - ‘Srila Raghunatha Das Goswami's Sripat, Krishnapur 

Thakurbari (Near Bandel)’. 

Seeing Lord Nitai, Raghunatha Das offered his obeisances from a distance. 

Observing this, Nityananda prabhu asked Raghunatha as to why he was standing so 

far. Actually Raghunatha Das considered himself too contaminated and too 

materialistic to even approach Him. Nityananda prabhu called Raghunatha near, 

and touched His lotus feet upon his head ,and  thereby blessed him. Raghunatha 

prayed to Lord Nitai to bless him so that he could soon be released from the 

bondage of family life and surrender fully unto the lotus feet of Lord 

Caitanya.Nityananda prabhu blessed Raghunatha, that his desire shall soon be 

fulfilled and also blessed him that he shall soon be renowned as one of the most 

intimate associates of Lord Gaurahari. Lord Nitai requested all of His associates to 

bless Raghunatha das. 

Lord Nityananda then expressed His desire that Raghunatha das, being a son of a 

zamindar (landlord) and a very rich person, should feed all of them 

sumptuously.Lord Nitai joked that Raghunatha, who was praying from a distance 

like a thief had now been caught, and so he had to receive this Danda 

(punishment).Raghunatha became very happy to hear this and immediately made 

the necessary arrangements to feed all the vaishnavas dahi-chida( curd and 

chipped rice). All the intimate associates of Nityananda Prabhu namely Uddharana 

datta Thakura, Gaudidasa Pandita, Gadadhara das, Murari Caitanya, etc were 

present.It is said that not only Lord Nitai and His associates but all the local 

devotees honoured the delicacy to their full content.There were so many devotees, 

that all of them could not be accommodated on the bank of the ganges; hence 

many devotees, went and stood inside the river submerging themselves up to their 

necks to attend the sumptuous feast.Lord Nityananda was so happy with the 

arrangement that He meditated upon Sri Caitanya, who immediately appeared over 

there in His transcendental form. No one could see Him however, except for 

Nityananda Prabhu and a select few.Thereafter the two Lords went over each and 

every clay pot.Taking a morsel of chipped rice from each pot ,they put it into the 
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other’s mouth. Such was the loving reciprocation they enjoyed.This is how the great 

Dahi-Chida festival (sometimes also referred to as the Danda-mahotsav) came into 

being and the Gaudiya vaishnava devotees from all over the world gather even 

today at Panihati to commemorate this occasion every year.‘The Gaudiya Treasures 

of Bengal’ considers itself immensely fortunate to have been able to attend the 

same a few years back. 

 

It is also very important to note at this point, that without the mercy of Nityananda 

Prabhu, it is not possible for one to gain the shelter of Lord Caitanya (as we see in 

the case of Raghunatha das Goswami). Hence it is very important for us to aspire 

the cooling shades of Lord Nitai’s lotus feet to make any significant progress in our 

spiritual lives. 

Nitai pada kamala, koti candra sushitala 

je chhayay jagata juray 

heno Nitai bine bhai, radha krishna paite naai 

dridha kori dharo nitai-er paay 

-Locana Das Thakura 

 

The land of Panihati has been sanctified by the pastimes of innumerable eternal 

devotees of the Supreme Lord. Besides Raghava pandita and Damayanti, their 

servant, Sri Makardhwaj kar, another resident of Panihati, was also one of the 

Lord’s eternal associates. Sri Gaura Ganoddesha dipika reveals that he was the 

incarnation of Chandramukha, the famous dancer of Vrindavana. Sri Caitanya once 

revealed to Makardhwaj that his service to Raghava Pandita was the same as 

service to the supreme. 

 

We worship the lotus feet of our spiritual master ,whose causeless mercy has 

empowered us ineligible fools ,to gain entrance and take up service in this 

transcendental abode of Panihati. We seek shelter of this holy land, and pray that 

its glories remain forever imprinted in our heart.‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ 

offers millions of obeisances and humbly prays to Sri Raghava Pandita and Srimati 

Damayanti  that we advance in our Krishna consciousness, develop attachment 

unto the lotus feet of Lord Gaura Nitai and are able to serve Sri Guru & Vaishnavas, 

by our honest and sincere efforts. We seek their blessings and compassion , in 

successfully rendering this humble service of reciting the pastimes and revealing 

the pastime places of the Supreme Lord and His beloved associates.We shall 

consider ourselves greatly fortunate and our existence meaningful if Lord Gaurahari 

and our dear spiritual master are kindly pleased with our endeavours. 
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What to See 

1. Raghava pandita’s samadhi and the sacred madhavi tree that provides 

shelter to it. 

2. Raghava Pandita’s worshipable Sri Radha Madana Mohana deities. 

3. Sri Raghunatha das Goswami's worshipable Sri Sri RadhaRamana jiu deities 

4. The place on the bank of the Ganges where Danda Mahotsava took place 500 

years back. 

 

Raghava Bhavan is presently under the care and management of the Pathbari 

ashram. 

How to Reach - 

Take a train from sealdah and get down at Sodepur station. From there you can 

take a rickshaw and directly reach Raghava Bhavan (in panihati). The journey 

should not take more than 1.5 hours from Kolkata. 

The piece of land ,upon the bank of the holy Ganges stretching from Baranagar to 

Khardaha is enriched with the Lord's causeless mercy. Sri Caitanya , Nityananda 

prabhu and their associates have all performed their innumerable heart melting 

pastimes over here. This land has been sanctified by the dust of the Lord’s lotus 

feet. Various demigods have been waiting and meditating for millions of years 

desiring to take birth in this transcendental abode of Panihati where the various 

wish fulfilling trees readily bestow pure devotion upon one and all without any 

discrimination.The transcendental abode of Panihati is very quiet,serene and a 

perfect escape into the realm of transcendence. 

 

Accommodation - As Panihati is not even an hour’s ride from kolkata, it is 

recommended that one stay in Kolkata and then travel to take darsana of the 

exalted sites of Panihati. One can choose to stay at any of the hotels (there are 

many) in Kolkata. However, if one desires to stay in Panihati itself, one can get in 

touch with the Iskcon Panihati temple where one can avail rooms and nice 

prasadam. 

 

Nearest major airport - Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport 

(Kolkata) 

 

Nearest major Railway station - Sodepur 

 

(Please note that we neither necessarily recommend these hotels/accommodation 

centers mentioned above nor do we guarantee that they will provide the required 
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facilities/services to the visiting pilgrims. We are not in any way related to the 

governance of these hotels/accommodation centers. The visiting pilgrim is advised 

to choose an accommodation as per his own discretion) 
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Sri Gadadhara das Sripat , Ariadaha 
 

 
Sri Kavi Karnapura reveals in Gaura Ganoddesha Dipika that Sri 

Gadadhara Das was the combined incarnation of Srimati Chandrakanti 

devi (an expansion of Radharani) and Purnananda Gopi, who was a dear 

friend of Lord Balarama. 

 

Srila Krishnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami identifies Sri Gadadhara das , to be the 

twenty-third branch of Lord Caitanya’s desire tree of  devotional service .He has 

also referred to him as the ‘topmost’  (sarvopari) branch for he had inspired the 

Kazi (Muslim Magistrate) to chant the holy names of Lord Hari.(Sri Gadadhara das 

shakha sarvopari, kazi ganera mukhe yenha bolaila Hari). 

The Sripat of Srila Gadadhara das is situated on the outskirts of North Kolkata, at a 

place called Ariadaha. Located on the bank of the Ganges, this exalted site, is 

exceedingly beautiful and spiritually surcharged.The place came across as very 

quiet,serene and a perfect escape into the realm of transcendence.Sri Gadadhara 

Das had resided over here at Ariadaha for many years.Finally he shifted to Katwa, 

where he spent his last days serving the deity of ‘Bara Gauranga’ at Gauranga 

Bari.’The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ has covered the details of Gauranga Bari in 

www.thegaudiyatreasuresofbengal.com 
 
 

24 
 



 

a separate article entitled - ‘Sri Gauranga Bari (katwa) - Where Mahaprabhu 

accepted Sannyasa’. 

Here at Ariadaha, Sri Gadadhara Das had manifested several of his heart melting 

pastimes. It was here at Ariadaha that he had established the worship of his 

beloved Bal-gopal deity. Lord Nityananda had also spent a few days here and had 

performed His ecstatic sankirtana pastimes (described later in the article).The 

devotees who presently serve this dham are very simple bengalis who were 

exceedingly happy to narrate the awe-inspiring history of this place to us. The 

temple has been managed by different authorities in the course of these last 500 

years.Finally the temple was renovated in the year 1849 by Sri Madhusudana 

Mullick of Kolkata, who had also arranged for the deity worship to be carried out 

properly (refer - ‘The pious Mullicks of Bengal’).The team from ‘The Gaudiya 

Treasures of Bengal’ considers itself exceedingly fortunate to have been able to visit 

and smear our sinful bodies with the all-purifying dust of this holy place. 

Sri Gadadhara das : 

Sri Gadadhara das is counted among the associates of both Lord Gauranga and 

Nityananda. Although he was an associate of Nityananda Prabhu, he was not 

among the cowherd boys (dvadasa gopala) of vraja, but was situated in a 

transcendental mellow of conjugal love with Krishna.As mentioned before, Sri 

Gadadhara Das was the combined incarnation of Srimati Chandrakanti devi (an 

expansion of Radharani) and Purnananda Gopi.Sri Gadadhara had been one of the 

most intimate associates of Nityananda Prabhu whom he had assisted, in widely 

preaching Krishna consciousness throughout Bengal. 
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Srila Prabhupada writes in length about Sri Gadadhara Das in commentary to 

Caitanya Caritamrta  (Adi,10.53 , purport). Srila Gadadhara Das is said to have 

been originally an inhabitant of Ariadaha. As per Bhakti Ratnakar, Sri Gadadhara 

Das relocated from Navadvipa, to Katwa, after the disappearance of Sri Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu.As discussed before, he stayed and served at ‘Sri Gauranga Bari’ in 

Katwa, where Mahaprabhu had accepted His sannyasa initiation (please refer the 

respective article). Here at Katwa, rests the full samadhi of Sri Gadadhara Das and 
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‘Sri Gauranga Bari’ temple, where he once served, is presently under the care and 

maintenance of the family descendants of Sri Yadunandana, a disciple of Gadadhara 

Das.At his sripat in Ariadaha ,rests his pushpa samadhi, and ‘The Gaudiya 

Treasures of Bengal’ considers itself very fortunate to have been able to visit and 

seek his blessings at both Ariadaha and Katwa. 

 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakura narrates a beautiful pastime in Caitanya Bhagavata 

that While Sri Nityananda was returning to Bengal along with His associates, they 

were all intoxicated with intense love of God and as a result were almost completely 

devoid of any external consciousness. Sri Gadadhara Das , who was also one of His 

associates, was then absorbed in the mood of a Gopi and laughed and loudly asked 

if anyone would buy yogurt from him. On another occasion, he carried a jug of 

Ganges water on his head, thinking He were selling milk in Vrindavana. Thus, Sri 

Gadadhara Das was always absorbed in the transcendental mellow of Madhurya 

(conjugal love) as exhibited by the Gopis of Vrindavana.All such activities are very 

common for the intimate associates of the Lord, who have appeared in this world 

,just to give us fallen souls, a taste of their supremely ecstatic eternal pastimes. 

Once, when Caitanya Mahaprabhu halted at the house of Raghava Pandita (Please 

refer the article - ‘Raghava Bhavan ,Panihati’) ,while travelling to Vrndavana, 

Gadadhara das went to see Him.Seeing him, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was so glad 

that He blessed him by putting His foot on his head. 

Deliverance of the Kazi: 

There is a very well known pastime, that had occurred while Sri Gadadhara Dasa, 

was preaching the congregational chanting of the Lord’s holy names.There was 

once local magistrate (kazi) who was very much against this sankirtana movement. 

So on one night, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu went to the house of the kazi, and started 

rebuking him. Gadadhara prabhu was then intoxicated with love for the Supreme 

Lord. 

He told the kazi that Lord Gauranga and Nityananda were delivering the entire 

world by distributing the sweet nectar of the holy names of Hari and demanded to 

know as to why the Kazi was still missing out on the opportunity. He asked him as 

to when he would start chanting the holy names of Lord Krishna. 

Hearing this the Kazi got a bit surprised, and to pacify Gadadhara, replied that he 

would chant the name of “Hari” the next day. Hearing the Kazi’s words,however, 

Gadadhara prabhu began to dance in ecstasy, exclaiming that, the Kazi had already 

just uttered the name of Lord Hari, and hence he would be soon delivered.The Kazi 

then realized the greatness of Sri Gadadhara Das, and took shelter at his lotus feet. 

In this way, Gadadhara das has delivered countless sinners, nonbelievers, and 

yavanas.This Sripat(house) in Ariadaha, that Sri Gadadhara once resided in, was 

gifted to him by this Kazi (according to the local devotees). 
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Dana Keli Pastimes : 

Srila Krishnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami writes in Caitanya Caritamrta that in the house 

of Sri Gadadhara Das, the amazing Dana Keli pastimes of Sri Krishna was once 

enacted by Sri Nityananda Prabhu (gadadhara das gopibhave purna-nanda,yanra 

ghare dana keli kaila nityananda). 

 

 

One day,Lord Nityananda was in the audience at a performance of Krishna’s 

dana-lila by Madhava Ghosh at the house of Gadadhara Das.The dana-lila is 

described elaborately in Sri Rupa Goswami’s Dana-keli-kaumudi, in which Sri 

Krishna blocks the road and harasses Srimati Radharani and the Gopis ,asking them 

to pay taxes in order to carry their milk products.Hearing the sweet voice and 

poetic expressions of Madhava Ghosh, Lord Nitai became absorbed and then picking 

up Sri Gadadhara’s bal-gopala from the altar,and holding Him close to His chest, 

Nitai began to dance in ecstasy.The gestures He exhibited while dancing were like 
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flashes of lightning; His limbs moved with unparalleled grace. His expressive eyes, 

His sweet smiles and eruptive laughter, the shivering and quaking of His head, 

provided a feast for the Devotees' eyes who were showered with torrents of 

Love.For this reason,Sri Gadadhara’s house is also known as the place where the 

Dana Lila was enacted.  

 

The Madhavi Tree that presently shelters Sri Gadadhara Prabhu’s samadhi, at 

ariadaha, is standing tall since the last 500 years. After cooking and serving the 

devotees a grand feast,Sri Nityananda Prabhu is said to have planted His cooking 

stick here in the ground , from which the Madhavi tree had originated. The tree 

hence has a supernatural birth and existence, and is said to bestow pure devotion 

upon those who take her shelter.  

 

What to See: 

At Sri Gadadhara das Sripat, one can make his life successful by taking the merciful 

darsana of Sri Gadadhara das’ worshipable Gopal jiu ,whom Sri Nityananda Prabhu 

had embraced and danced. Sri Gopal jiu is accompanied by beautiful Radhakanta 

and Sri Sri Gour Nitai deities. A beautiful deity of Jahnava Mata also graces the 

dham. One can pray to the sacred miraculous Madhavi tree who grants one 

devotion and entrance into eternity.The Madhavi tree shelters and offers its sweet 

flowers to the pushpa samadhi of Paramahamsa nitya siddha Sri Gadadhara Dasa, 

the dust of whose lotus feet is the treasure of the devotees. 
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We worship the lotus feet of our spiritual master ,whose causeless mercy has 

empowered us ineligible fools ,to gain entrance and take up service in this exalted 

abode of Ariadaha. We seek shelter of this holy land, and pray that its glories 

remain forever imprinted in our heart.‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ offers 

millions of obeisances and humbly prays to Sri Gadadhara das that we advance in 

our Krishna consciousness, develop attachment unto the lotus feet of Lord Gaura 

Nitai and are able to serve Sri Guru & Vaishnavas, by our honest and sincere 

efforts. We seek his blessings and compassion , in successfully rendering this 

humble service of reciting the pastimes and revealing the pastime places of the 

Supreme Lord and His beloved associates.We shall consider ourselves greatly 

fortunate and our existence meaningful if Lord Gaurahari and our dear spiritual 

master are kindly pleased with our endeavours. 
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How to reach : 

It is half an hour ride from proper kolkata. You can take any bus and get down at 

Ariadaha Bus stop and then take a rickshaw/auto to Sri Gadadhara das Sripat.  The 

temple is locally known as ‘Sakherbazar pat bari’. 

Situated on the bank of the holy Ganges ,this ancient place, adorns a unique 

spiritual environment punctuated by simplicity and a proud history. Not very far 

from this place is the Baranagar Path bari which was once the residence of Sri 

Bhagavatacharya, an eternal associate of the Supreme Lord. ‘The Gaudiya 

treasures of Bengal’ has covered the details of the Baranagar Path bari in a 

separate article entitled - ‘Sri Bhagavatacharya's residence,Baranagar Path bari’. 

 

Accommodation - As Ariadaha is not even an hour’s ride from kolkata, it is 

recommended that one stay in Kolkata and then travel to take darsana of the 

exalted sites of Ariadaha. One can choose to stay at any of the hotels (there are 

many) in Kolkata.The devotees are advised to contact the authorities of Ariadaha 

Patbari temple to avail their prasadam. 

 

Nearest major airport - Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport 

(Kolkata) 

 

Nearest major Railway station - Baranagar Road 

 

(Please note that we neither necessarily recommend these hotels/accommodation 

centers mentioned above nor do we guarantee that they will provide the required 

facilities/services to the visiting pilgrims. We are not in any way related to the 

governance of these hotels/accommodation centers. The visiting pilgrim is advised 

to choose an accommodation as per his own discretion) 
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Kunja Vatika, Khardaha 
 

 
‘Tabey Aailen Prabhu Khardaha Grame 

Purandar Panditer Devalaya Sthane 

Khardaha Grame aashi Nityananda Raya 

Yatah Nritya Karilen-Kahane Naa Jai ‘ 

 

- Then Lord Nityananda arrived at the residence of Purandara Pandit in 

Khardaha village. Here at Khardaha,He had manifested so many 

innumerable ecstatic dancing pastimes, that it is impossible for one to 

recount all of them. 

(Sri Caitanya Bhagavata) 
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The holy dham of Khardaha is located hardly at a distance of 20 kms from 

kolkata.The land of merciful Nityananda Prabhu is decorated all over with various 

wish fulfilling trees that readily bestow pure devotion upon all without any 

discrimination. Various demigods have been waiting and meditating for millions of 

years desiring to take birth in the transcendental abode of Khardaha, where they 

shall be able to associate with the Lord’s pure devotees and obtain the dust from 

their lotus feet.The land of Khardaha is a witness to Lord Nitai’s ecstatic pastimes, 

merely contemplating upon which ,one easily gains entry into the realm of 

transcendence.Srimati Jahnava Devi, Vasudha devi, Birchandra Prabhu have all 

manifested their sweet pastimes here and sanctified this holy tract of land. ‘The 

Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ is exceedingly blessed to have been able to visit 

Khardaha and take darsana of Kunja Vatika where Nityananda prabhu manifests His 

eternal pastimes. 

Lord Nitai’s family : 

Sri Nityananda Prabhu is none other than Lord Balarama, the first expansion of the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead. Narottama das Thakura sings ‘vrajendra nandana 

yei, saci suta haila sei, balarama haila Nitai’.Vrajendra Nandana is Lord Krishna, the 

master of Vraja (Vrindavana) and Saci suta refers to the son of mother Saci.So the 

same person who previously had been  the darling of Vrindavana has now 

incarnated as Sri Caitanya, the son of Saci mata.Similarly, the person who 
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previously had been Lord Balarama has now appeared as Nityananda Prabhu.

 

On the orders of Lord Caitanya, Sri Nityananda prabhu had returned to Bengal. He 

was instructed to get married and accept Grihasta ashrama.Lord Caitanya had 

entrusted the preaching of Bengal under the leadership of merciful Nitai.In order to 

fulfil the orders of the Lord, He soon got married to the two daughters of Suryadasa 

Sarkhel, namely Vasudha and Jahnava, and settled down at Kunja Vatika in the 

town of khardaha.The marriage of Nityananda prabhu is covered in detail in another 

of our articles entitled - ‘Lord Nityananda’s marriage with Srimati Jahnava and 

Vasudha, Ambika Kalna’. In course of time, He begot one son and one daughter - 

Sri Birchandra Prabhu and Srimati Ganga Muni Devi. 

 

Sri Gaura Ganoddesha Dipika reveals that Srimati Vasudha and Jahnava were 

actually the incarnations of the eternal consorts of Lord Balarama, namely Srimati 

Varuni and Revati devi respectively.Sri Birchandra Prabhu was none other than 

Kshirodakashayi Vishnu ,who manifests as the supersoul in all of our hearts,while 

mother Ganges descended as Ganga muni devi, the daughter of Lord Nityananda. 
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Appearance of Kunja Vatika (Lord Nitai’s residence): 

According to the hearsay, after His marriage, Lord Nityananda had requested the 

local zamindar, over here in Khardaha,to allot him a piece of land, where He and 

His family could reside. The zamindar, being then unaware of Lord Nityananda’s 

divinity, rebuked Him instead for abandoning His sannyasa ashrama and accepting 

a wife later on.The zamindar at the time of conversation was fishing along with his 

friends on the bank of the Ganges.He sarcastically replied to Nityananda, that if He 

really needed a piece of land to stay, then He would have to create it out of water. 

Saying this the zamindar threw a piece of burning straw into the Ganges, in order 

to mark the place on water where he desired Nitai to set up His residence. Basically 

he refused Lord Nityananda’s proposal and made fun of him in front of his friends. 

Nityananda prabhu, who always remained very humble and without any anger 

(akrodha), did not mind the zamindar's harsh words and assured the zamindar, that 

whatever he just wished (although sarcastically) would surely come to pass. What 

happened next stunned all present.A huge mass of land suddenly appeared out of 

the water exactly at the place where the burning piece of straw had hit it.Then this 

newly created island got connected with the mainland.This place subsequently came 

to be known as ‘Khardaha’ (‘khar’ means straw in bengali). Lord Nitai set up His 

residence on this piece of land and began residing with His family. His 

transcendental house came to be known all over the three worlds as Kunja vatika. 
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‘The Gaudiya Treasures of Bengal’ is exceedingly proud to have visited and taken 

darsana of this sacred place. 

Appearance of Sri Birchandra : 

There is a very sweet pastime that has been narrated in Abhirama lilamrita, which 

talks of Sri Abhirama Gopala thakura’s arrival in Khardaha. Sri Abhirama Gopal 

Thakura, one of the most prominent of the twelve cowherd boys (Dvadasa Gopala), 

was a very powerful personality. He was a great friend and an intimate associate of 

Sri Nityananda Prabhu. If Abhirama Thakura bowed down to any person who was 

not the Lord, or empowered by the Lord, then that person would die immediately. 

Similarly if he bowed down before any stone that was not a saligrama sila, then 

that stone would immediately crack.Several deities in Bengal had cracked just 

because Sri Abirama had paid them his obeisances.All the previous seven sons of 

Nityananda Prabhu had died because Sri Abhirama Thakura had paid them his 

dandavats. The pastimes of Abhirama Thakura are covered in detail in a separate 

article entitled  - ‘The Sripat of Abhirama Gopala Thakura-Khanakul Krishnanagar’. 
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However when Sri Birchandra prabhu appeared in this world, Lord Nitai was very 

careful not to invite Sri Abhirama Gopala Thakura , to attend His child’s birth 

ceremony.He feared that Abhirama would again bow down and cause harm to His 

child.Though Lord Nitai was an expansion of the Supreme Lord, yet He played His 

part like a normal father, and therefore expressed His concerns and anguish. 

Nityananda Prabhu did not want to take any risks. He feared that Abhirama could 

still arrive uninvited.Hence He instructed all the boatmen of Khardaha not to 

transport Abhirama Thakura to the other side of Ganges, in case he was seen that 

day. 

Sri Abhirama Gopala was a cowherd boy of Vrindavana, and he neither had any ego 

nor did he care for any false prestige. In a very innocent mood , leaving behind all 

inhibitions, he set out for Khardaha without any invitation, to meet his dear friend 

and bless His newborn.When Abhirama Thakura arrived on the bank of the 

Ganges,and asked the boatmen to carry him to Khardaha, the boatmen panicked. 

Running out of options, they drowned their boats in the water. But Abhirama then 

simply spread his cloth and then sitting on that floating cloth ,peacefully crossed 

over the river. Seeing his prowess, all the onlookers were amazed. When Abhirama 

finally arrived at Kunja Vatika, Nityananda Prabhu courteously embraced him and 

fed him sumptuously. Thereafter in spite of Srimati Jahnava and Vasudha Devi’s 

pleas, Abhirama bowed down again and paid his obeisances to little Birchandra. 

When he saw that no harm was caused to the little child, he became overjoyed and 

composed verses glorifying Him, understanding that He was the expansion of the 

Supreme Lord. In an intoxicated mood, he sang and danced in ecstasy.Immersed in 

an ocean of joy, Abhirama began singing : 

 

ye na dekhecha gora ,dekha ara bar ,punarbar sei gora vira avatar 

 

‘One who has not witnessed the Supreme Lord Sri Caitanya, now has the 

opportunity to behold Him again, as the same lord has now appeared as 

Sri Birchandra’ 

Lord Nitai’s ecstatic pastimes : 

Sri Nityananda prabhu had performed the most amazing pastimes here in 

Khardaha, that cannot be completely described even with a thousand mouths. Such 

was His magnanimity,such was His mood, that He freely distributed the treasure of 

the Lord’s love ,obtaining which is rare even for demigods like Brahma, to one and 

all without judging one’s qualification (Brahma-ra durlabha prema sabakare yache). 
His uncommon unique pastimes moved even the atheists to cry tears of love.Lord 

Nitai was almost completely devoid of any external consciousness and remained 

intoxicated in an ecstatic love of God.In such a state of utter ecstasy, He would 
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sometimes jump high up in the air or at other times roll over the ground, while 

continuously glorifying the Supreme Lord. Sometimes He would laugh and at other 

times, streams of tears would roll down His beautiful eyes. 

He would hold straw between His teeth and beg whomever He saw to worship Lord 

Gaurahari and thereby purchase Him in return (jaare dekhe taare kohe dante trna 

dhori, amare kiniya loho bolo Gaurahari). Saying thus, He would roll over the 

ground in ecstasy, and would appear like a golden mountain tumbling in the dust 

(eto boli Nityananda bhume gadi jaya, shonara parvata jeno dhulate lutaya).His 

uncommon nature and mesmerizing features amazed one and all. 

In the words of Locana Das Thakura : 

 

locana bole mor nitai jeba na bhajilo 

janiya suniya sei atma-ghati hoilo 

 

Locana das proclaims, that whoever has not worshipped Lord 

Nityananda or has not taken advantage of the excellent opportunity 

offered by Him, knowingly commits suicide. 

 

How can we even possibly try to describe our Doyal Nitai ? 

His magnanimous , unique qualities are simply beyond human definition. How can 

we possibly comprehend the activities of the first expansion of the Supreme Lord , 

who leaving behind all His wealth,fame and position in Vaikuntha, danced around 

like a madman crying ‘Gauranga, Gauranga’ in utter ecstasy.Holding straws 

between His teeth, begging from door to door and urging people to chant, He 

sanctified mother earth by rolling over her dusty grounds, and bathing His beautiful 

body with impurities. 

Being intoxicated with love, He had bestowed the supreme mercy of pure 

devotional service ,even upon those petty drunkards who had hurled broken pots at 

Him and caused Him to bleed. 

Being completely devoid of external consciousness, Lord Nitai sometimes roamed 

naked at Srivasa angana, or threw food around like a little baby. 

May the lotus feet of Lord Nitai, the saviour of the fallen souls, one who plays 

eternally beneath the shades of the Bakul tree at Ekachakra, be the constant object 

of my meditation. 

 

END OF PREVIEW 
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